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his speeches; the first reported by himself. Lord
Chatham towards the close of the Session had twice
spoken against the American policy of Ministers; and
his lofty tones had reverberated over the-Atlantic. And
if among the .Americans there were any more eaggx or
less scrupulQus than the rest who already looked towards
France as a future source of succour, they must have
hailed as an event auspicious to them the death of Louis
the Fifteenth. That monarch had expired at Versailles
on the 10th of May, a victim to his own debaucheries.
His grandson and successor, Louis the Sixteenth, -was a
prince of timid and irresolute temper, but of excellent
intentions, and blameless in his private life. He had
hastened to dismiss the profligate Court and no less pro-
fligate Council by which his grand sire had been go-
verned; and although the Ministers whom he first
selected might not be any more than himself men of high
ability, at least they were not like the former ones
debarred by ignominy at home from influence abroad.
Henceforth it was plain that France would not be a
powerless, nor probably an unconcerned, spectator of
whatever pretensions might be started, or whatever con-
flicts might be waged, by foreign states.

Virginia was one of the earliest Colonies to stir in
support of Boston. There the vanguard of the extreme
popular party was headed as before by Patrick Henry
and Thomas Jefferson; the latter of whom inditing his
own Memoirs more than forty years afterwards has left a
curious and authentic*account of their proceedings at
this time. " What we did," says he, " was with the help
t: of Rushworth, whom we rummaged over for the Re-
" volutionary precedents and forms of the Puritans of
" that day." * Nor did they search in vain that ample
storehouse of weapons against the Crown. Adopting one
of its Revolutionary precedents, and altering- only a few
of its antiquated phrases, they drew up a Resolution that
the 1st of June, on which day the Boston Port Bill was
to come into effect, should be set apart for fasting, hu-
miliation, and prayer, to implore the Divine interposition

* Memoirs and Correspondence of Jefferson, edited by Bandolph,
vol. i p. 6. ed. 1829.